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SOVIET NUCLEAR TESTS 
ANNCR: 

TWO RECENT SOVIET UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR TESTS WERE OF SUCH 
DIMENSIONS THAT THEY RAISED SERIOUS QUESTIONS IN AMERICAN 
OFFICIAL CIRCLES OVER THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE SOVIET UNION 
ACTED AGAINST THE SPIRIT OF THE NEW TREATY BETWEEN THE TwO 
NATIONS ON UNDERGROUND TESTS. VOA NEWS ANALYST JOHN ALBERT 
HAS THESE OBSERVATIONS: 

VOICE: 

AS WAS THE CASE IN EARLIER REPORTS ON THE SOVIET DEVELOPMENT 
OF MULTIPLE WARHEADS FOR ITS INTERMEDIATE-RANGE MISSILE SS~20, 

AS OF YET, AT LEAST, NO ONE IN WASHINGTON ACCUSES THE SOVIET 
UNION OF HAVING VIOLATED EXISTING AGREEMENTS. IN THE CASE OF 
THE SS-20, SUCH A MISSILE DOES NOT FALL UNDER THE SALT AGREEMENT 
ON OFFENSIVE STRATEGIC MISSILES. AND IN THE CASE OF THE RECENT 
SOVIET UNDERGROUND TESTS, THE NEW TREATY HAS NOT YET BEEN 
RATIFIED BY EITHER COUNTRIES, THOUGH IT HAS BEEN SENT TO THE U.S. 
SENATE FOR ITS ADVICE AND CONSENT. 

THE FIRST UNDERGROUND SOVIET BLAST -- ON JULY FOURTH -- WAS, 
ACCORDING TO AVAILABLE DATA, SOMEWHERE IN THE RANGE BETWEEN 100 
AND 200 KILOTONS, A SECOND BLAST, RECORDED ON JULY 29TH, COULD 
HAVE BEEN AT A HIGHER RANGE, UNDER THE TREATY, THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE SOVIET UNION AGREED NOT TO DFTONATE A NUCLEAR WEAPON 
DEVICE UNDERGROUND OF MORE THAN 150 KILOTONS -- THE EQUIVALENT 
OF 150,000 TONS OF TNT. AN ACCOMPANYING ACCORD ON NUCLEAR 
EXPLOSIONS FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES ALSO WOULD BAR ANY SINGLE BLAST 
OF MORE THAN 150 KILOTONS. STRICTLY SPEAKING, AS NEITHER COUNTRY 


HAS AS YET RATIFIED THE TREATY, THE SOVIET UNION IS WITHIN ITS 
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RIGHTS TC DETO:IATE A NUCLEAR DEVICE OF Ati EXPLOSIVE POVER 
EXCEEPENG 153 KILOTONS. 

AMERICA! SPCCIALISTS, STATE DFPANTVENT SPOKES? E* EPPHASIZE, 
ARE NOT COITAIN GAIT THER EPTHER OF THE SOVIET EXPLOSIONS CXCEENED 
THE TREATY LIV IT. b&UT IF THEY PID, THEY REGARD SUCH Ali ACTION 
PYEN LEFOPE TREATY RATEFICATIO: AS VIPLATING THE SPIRIT Ti WHICH 
THE TREATY VAS COMCLUDED. IT IS O£VINUS THAT SUCH All ACTION IS 
TNCOMPATIC LD METH THE ATTEPPTS OF EGTH EOVERDHENTS, IN MAY MONTHS 
OF PAINSTAKEVG HEGOTIATIOUS, FIVALLY TO EXTEND THE EXISTING 
NUCLEA® TESTS BA! TO LiCLUPS UIDEPCPOUID TESTS PFYAED A CEFTATil 
THRESHOLG. THt SPIRET GUIPT IG TiCSE MEGOTIATIONS WAS, OF COURSE, 
Tiié CESEFE TO RESTRICT Titik NDEVELOPP EMT OF HEVED AMD EVEi! MOPF 
POWEPFUL TUCLEAR WLAPOMS 'THELE, AT THF SAME TINE, MOT LiiTERFERING 
MHTH THE LEGITISATE DEVELOP: TNT OF HUCLFAP POE? FOR PEACEFUL 
PURPOSES, 

IT WAS PEE! NOTED TE! “ASHENETON THAT SOVIET SPOKESIE: AND 
SOVIET PUPLICATIONS HAVE RECE!TLY MARE THE REPEATED CHAPGE THAT 
IT IS Tai UNETED STATES WHICH IS RESPONSICLE FOP DELAYS IN 
ARREVENG AT NE ACREEMENTS Of THE LIMETATIO' OF STRATEGIC 
VEAPONS. OF THE OTHEP HAD, IT IS CLEAP THAT THE uPLUTERRUPTED 
CYUILDUP T's SOVICT STRATEGIC VEAPOHS ANN THE DEVELOPHE'T AIC 
DEPLOYMENT OF EVER MORE POMERFUL MESSILES HAS GREATLY IPPEPED 
PPOGEESS If THE SALT NEGOTIATIO::S AND HAS 
LisTENSTFIED AMERICA CONCEPRH OVER THE OVETALL TREND OF SOVIET 
STRATEGIC POLICY. FOR ITS PART, THE SOVIFT U'IOt HAS DETER 
ANY TREATY VIOLATIG..S. HOVEVE®, FOP TiE UNITE STATES, IT IS 
HOT A QUESTION SO MUCH OF TREATY VIOLATIC!S BUT A QUESTIO:: OF 
THE SPIRIT AND THE GOON FAITH ‘'ETH $i4ICH THE DIFFICULT 


NEGOTIATIONS CAi! EE APPROACHTD, 
JS/CAK -0- 


